AVARICE AND AMBITION

who was the first valet of the Dauphin's bedchamber, and
threatened to make the Dauphin dismiss him if he continued
to further the interests of his kinswoman. Binet played the
part of offended virtue., swore he had never so much as heard
of this Madame d'Etioles, and then rushed off to repeat every
word to the King's friends.

These gentlemen, knowing that their day would be over
when the devout party, playing on the King's fear of Hell, got
a hold at Court, reported all this to Louis and made him feel
that he might look ridiculous if he did not take a firm line.
Also, they said that Boyer was sowing disunion in his family
circle in the name of religion. So with the best intentions the
Bishop played into the enemy's hands; Louis, still smarting
from Metz, mulishly ordered Binet to bring Toinette to Court.

After an interview, Louis told Binet that he was going to
drop her for a little, for he had detected signs of ambition and
avarice, and he wanted to see the effect of his indifference.
Binet said that Madame could not be wanting money, as she
came from an extremely wealthy family. Then he rushed off
secretly and warned Toinette to be more cautious and pretend
not to care for anything but the King's person. This she did
so cleverly that on March 29th the due de Luynes writes that
there was a mystery as to where the King supped one night
Two days after that she was seen at a ballet comique of
Rameau's performed on the stage of the riding school at
Versailles. She had no right to be there with the Court ladies.
And on April ist she made fools of them all, this little
Parisian daughter of a runaway thief and a demt-mondaine, by
appearing at a performance of the Comedie Italieme in the
cMteau itself, where seats were even more difficult to get, in
a box in full view of the King and Queen. 'She was well
dressed and very pretty,* says Luynes.

Louis did not perform his Easter duties that year. He first
showed off his favourite to his intimates in the Perils Cabinets
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